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CHIP ECKTON

COLUMNIST AT
OUTSIDERVOICE.COM

A CERTIFIED NURSING ASSISTANT AND FORMER ESL
teacher, Chip Eckton is the New York writer behind the popular
advice column of popular Japanese website outsidervoice.com.
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STRENGTH OF WILL

WILL SMITH LEAVES SCI-FI BEHIND
FOR SOME SERIOUS DRAMA IN
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS

BY CHRIS BETROS

THE LAST FEW TIMES WILL SMITH HAS BEEN TO
Japan, he talked a lot about aliens and robots. “Now I get
a chance to talk about something audiences
can feel a connection to,” the 38- year-old
star said of his latest film, The Pursuit
of Happyness, which he calls his best
performance to date, and for which he has
been nominated for a best actor Oscar.
Based on a true rags-to-riches story,
Pursuit is about the life of Chris Gardner
(Smith), an unemployed single father.
Broke and living with his son in shelters,
Gardner fights against all odds to
become a successful stock broker.

In promoting the film, Smith at times
sounds more like a philosopher. “The
story is something we can all relate
to—the desire to attain happiness. It's
about the power of the human spirit
and faith in an idea. We come into the
world with great hope that everything
will be sweet and wonderful. At some
point, we realize that isn't true. There are
bad people and bad things do happen
to good people, and we are not as safe as
we would like to be.  believe we are all on
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a journey to discover how to deal with the realities of the world, and one
of the most powerful tools we have to survive that journey is hope. That
idea or dream you have in your head is the litfle piece of control you have
in the universe.”
Smith said he was amazed when he met Gardner. ‘The first
thing I noticed was how peaceful he was. He had that look in his eye of
someone who had gone through an awful experience and come out
on the other side with power. I've only seen that look twice before: in
Muhammad Ali and Nelson Mandela. We had similarities, though. We
both believe that ideas can become reality if you don't give up:”
In an unusual casting move, Smith's 8-year-old son Jaden plays
Gardner’s boy. “Tt added a special element to the film,” said Smith.
“My wife Jada was concerned at first. She said that on the set I should
treat him as a co-star, not as my son. It worked out really well.”
Smith credits his own family for everything he's got.
“The most valuable element is commitment,” he said.
“We support one another, no matter what. Divorce will
never be an option. If you allow it to be an option, you
will choose it one day when things aren't going well.
Everyone gets to that point where you feel you can't
spend another day with your wife or husband.”
As for how he defines happiness (no one seems
to know why it is spelled “happyness” in the film'’s
title), Smith said it's all about self-esteem. “If you
could step out of your body for a day and follow
yourself around, would you really admire that
person? Would you love to hang out with him? If
you were a member of the opposite sex, would
you like to have sex with yourself?”’ Smith quipped,
posing a challenge to his interpreter.
Smith's visit to Japan wasn't all serious talk. He
dropped in on the set of the TV variety show Smap
x Smap and visited Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
recommending that the PM take plenty of tissues if
he sees the film. “But I don’t know whether it would
be good for people to see the Prime Minister

crying in public.’ B8
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